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ver the last couple of
vears a new type of trad-
ing-related sofbware has

: emerged — highly spe-
u:lh/t-d programs focusing um_hmu_h
on 100-percent, rule-based algorithmic
trading strategies. These programs
were developed solely for the purposes
of building and running mechanical
trading strategies and have very limited
capabilitics for other purposes eg.,
discretionary methods such as trendline
analysis, or Gann or Elliot Wave tech-
NiquUes,

For a true trading syvstems geek, a
program like this is heaven, although
there s a clear downside in that there iz
ne good place to tinker with and test
Instead, vou're supposcd Lo
know what you're doing right off the
bat. Trading Blox is one of the more pro-

ideas,

fessional products in this genre.

Getting started

Seldom will an installation be easier
with  Trading  Blox.
Downloading the program from the
Trading Blox Web site is completely
automated
utes. Onee the installation is complete,
enter your license
you'll be up and running

than it is

and took only a few min-

information, and

Program layout

When you start up Trading Blox vou
will find a very clean and easy-to-grasp
screen divided into three logical parts
(Figure 1)
C ompaonent ‘1\ stems area at the bottom
left of the screen; at the top lefe is a list
of Test Suites, with cach suite holding a
group of the systems from the
Component Syslems arca. You can easi-

Adl systems are listed in the

ly change which systems belong to
which Test Suites -|1'|1.|:.-]'.. by clicking a
check box next to a svstem name.

Mext to both the Component Systems
and Test Suites areas is the Parameters
area, which takes up most of the screen
space. This area holds the parameters of
each system in the currently selected

s

Product
What it is:
Who it"s for:
Skill level:

Company:

Web site:
Phone:
Fax:

Price/versions:

Recommended
syslem
requirements:

Upside:;

Downside:

Trading Blox Builder
System design and testing platform.
Stock, currency, and futures traders,

Beginners (Turtle version); intermediate to advanced
(Professional and Builder versions).

Trading Blox
PO, Box 378, Harvard, MaA 01451

www, tradingblox. com
(617} 933-9096
(617) 904-1653

Trading Blox Builder (52,990} includes everything in Trading
Blox Professional, plus the ability to program your own trading
"blox™ as described in this review.

Trading Blox Professional (51,995) includes everything in
Trading Blox Turtle, plus an additional seven systems (ADX,
ATR channel breakout, Bollinger breakout, Bollinger counter
trend, moving average, MACD, RSI, and Stochastic). Trading
Blox Professional also allows you to use the different parts of
a system interchangeably with other systems.

Trading Blox Turtle ($9953) comes with three moving average
systems and three "Turtle” trading systems. You cannot
program your own systems in Trading Blox Turtle and
Professional, but you can back test and optimize the
pre-packed systems on any market or portfolios. The
pre-packed trading systems were not considered for this
review,

Windows 95, 98, 2000, NT, and XP; 1-GHz processor and
minimum 512 MB of RAM (1 GB or more if you test extremely
large portfolios); Internet connection; third-party data
provider; minimum screen resolution of 1024 x 768,

Very easy to use without sacrificing professional look and feel;
comprehensive and professional result reports; easy to
organize and share code between systems; good help files:
and multiple versions make the program accessible to
different types of traders.

Cumbersome to enter and exit different parts of program;
lack of charting makes it difficult to use for generating new
ideas; and the system result reports can consume hard drive
space.

This program 3>ony Vaio PC with dual 3 GHz processors,

was tested on: 512 MB of RAM, and 1280 x 1024 screen resolution.
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